 Course Organization
Learning Objective- Develop a clear Framework and layout for the course.
“Don’t make me think” is the key concept in web usability according to Steve Krug. In academic courses we modify this concept to “Don’t make me think where the content and assignments are”. Our goal is to create a class where students are thinking about the content not the navigation. 
Blackboard Exemplary Course Program (BECP) rates Content Presentation as exemplary if the following occur:
Content is made available or “chunked” in manageable segments (i.e., presented in distinct learning units or modules); navigation is intuitive; content flows in a logical progression; content is presented using a variety of appropriate mechanisms (content modules, single pages, links to external resources, RSS Feeds, print material); content is enhanced with visual and auditory elements; supplementary resources are made available (course CDs, textbooks, course manuals, etc.)
CMS tools are used to reduce the labor-intensity of learning (e.g., providing links to needed resources where they will be used in the course)
[bookmark: _GoBack]Quality Matters standards relating to Course Organization include:
Instructions make clear how to get stated and where to find various course components. 
Course pages have links that are self-describing and meaningful
Best Practices –
· Group content into folders in order with complete names. The names of the folders should include as much information as relevant to you course. Consider using the topic name and the order number, chapter number and due date.  “Module 1 – History of the Internet (Chapter 3) All due by midnight May 1” 
· Place all your instructional items inside the folder, including discussions, quizzes, links to outside content, power points, etc. Sometimes students will want to review information and this complete folder name will help. 
· Create a menu item for resources student may want to access during the course that might get buried deep in the content folders called “documents’ or “resources” 
· Create a discussion area for “questions, comments, and concerns” so you can quickly check in to the course and answer common questions.
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